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Seasoned Christians, new converts, fence 

straddlers might at various points of their 

spiritual walk with Jesus question “His 

direction, His plan, His purpose”. As 

with last week’s study we might even ask 

from time to time “Am I where God 

wants me to be?” These questions should be pondered upon frequently 

for (as mentioned last week’s (focus text 1 Kings 17:1-16 NIV):  

➢ Seeking His Direction;  

➢ Embracing His Timing; and  

➢ Walking in His Purpose. 

 

To assist, help us with the above we must intentionally edify ourselves, 

seek to move from “milk to solid food”. The dictionary tells us that 

“Edification is a formal noun meaning the instruction, moral 

improvement, or spiritual enlightenment of someone. It describes the 

process of uplifting or building up a person's mind, character, or 

understanding.”  

According to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 

Words, the word edification indicates the promotion of “spiritual growth 

and development of character of believers, by teaching or by example, 

suggesting such spiritual progress as the result of patient labor.” 

One source notes that the “word used for “edification” in the New 

Testament is oikodomé (oy-kod-om-ay) which translates literally as “the 

building of a house.” The word appears in the King James Bible only 

about 20 times, and then only in the New Testament. It is also translated 

into phrases such as “building up” in more modern translations.  
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WHY should we be concerned about 

Bible edification? The Apostle Peter 

gives us one reason, "But in your 

hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always 

be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the 

reason for the hope that you have. 

But do this with gentleness and 

respect." 1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) 

 

Other Key Reasons to Care About 

Biblical Edification 

• Prevents Spiritual Immaturity: Without edification, believers 

remain like "spiritual infants" who are easily misled or tossed 

about by deceitful (false) teachings and cultural trends (Ephesians 

4:13–14). 

• Protects the Church Body: Edification moves a community past a 

collection of isolated disciples or weak individuals into a cohesive 

"building" or "body" that works together in love (1 Corinthians 

12:27, Ephesians 2:20–22, 4:16). 

• Fosters Unity and Love: Grounded in truth and humble love 

rather than arrogance (1 Corinthians 8:1), it teaches believers to 

put aside selfish preferences to strengthen one another (Romans 

15:1–2). 

• Fulfills the Purpose of Spiritual Gifts: New Testament 

writings—such as those on Christian Edification—emphasize that 

https://www.ucg.org/sermons/christian-edification-importance-building
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spiritual gifts and teaching are given specifically to "build up" the 

church, the body of Christ, rather than for personal status (1 

Corinthians 14:12, Ephesians 4:12). 

• Drives Spiritual Action: It transforms knowledge into actual 

obedience to God, daily prayer, sound doctrine, and mutual 

accountability (2 Timothy 3:16–17, Jude 20).  

 

As we continue our study of the Book of Acts and the Holy Spirit, last 

week we reflected on the context of “where” the following words mean 

and this week we will put into storage what does “why” mean to being 

who God wants us to be, going where God wants us to go, and doing 

what God wants us to do: 

 

*Spiritually             *Mentally         * Emotionally  *Psychologically * Financially   

 

*Relationally *Geographically 

 

 

Taken from the book, “Start With Why” by Simon Sinek, he notes “any 

person can explain how or what they do, but few can clearly articulate 

WHY and WHY is what inspires us and inspires those around us.”  
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Google defines WHY as meaning "for what cause, reason, or purpose". 

Participating in individual, group, family Bible study helps us to connect 

the WHY dots between the books of Genesis and Revelations, living and 

living abundantly, letting us know in due season that our help is on the 

way. The Lord in the Book of Mark (11:24) says it this way, “Therefore I 

tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received 

it, and it will be yours.” (NIV) 
 

  

 

 WHY as a disciple of Christ should I “go and make disciples….”? 

((Matthew 28:18–20) 

 WHY is it important to grasp an understanding of the concept of 

The Holy Trinity (Genesis 1:1, 26; 3:22; 11:7; Isaiah 6:8, 48:16, 

61:1; Matthew 3:16–17, 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14)? 

 WHY with all my pain, heart aches, my loved one is suffering, a 

little bit of flour and oil to eat, the stench of hate and chaos trying 

to squash the Spirit faith, hope and love should I care?  

 WHY do I let the small things get in the way of the big, necessary, 

meaningful things that will help me be a better servant, witness, 

leader, follower, Christian? 

 WHY? WHY? WHY? Why should I care about bible study, 

worship, fellowship, evangelism, Exodus, Proverbs, Psalms, 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts? 

 WHY haven’t my prayers been answered? 
 

https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/1/Genesis-1-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/1/Genesis-1-26.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/3/Genesis-3-22.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/11/Genesis-11-7.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Isaiah/6/Isaiah-6-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Isaiah/48/Isaiah-48-16.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Isaiah/61/Isaiah-61-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/3/Matthew-3-16.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Matthew/28/Matthew-28-19.html
https://www.bibleref.com/2-Corinthians/13/2-Corinthians-13-14.html
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Last week we learned, were edified, from the book of 1 Kings 17:1-16 

(NIV) that gives us some insight on WHY: 

 

➢ God may put you in a place you did not choose; 

➢ God’s provision is often connected to God’s positioning; 

➢ Being in God’s will does not mean everything will go well; 

➢ Sometimes you were where God wanted you – but the season 

changed; 

➢ God may send you somewhere that does not make sense; and, 

➢ Sometimes God sends you somewhere because somebody there 

needs you. 

 

 

In preparation, seeking to learn to grow and assist others in growth, I 

learned that: 

 

“Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:12 and repeatedly in 1 Corinthians 14:1-26 

that edification is one of the reasons that spiritual gifts are given to 

believers.  

 

In 2 Corinthians, Paul states no fewer than three times that the “building 

up” of the church is the reason for his apostolic authority (10:8, 12:19, 

and 13:10). Paul’s goal was to edify.  

 

In 1 Corinthians 10:23 and Ephesians 4:16, he states that the church 

must work to edify itself for the overall health of each member. Finally, 

each of us is commanded to engage in edification (Romans 14:19; 15:2; 

Ephesians 4:29; 1 Thessalonians 5:11).” 

 

God has plans for our lives that are being manifested every second, 

minute, hour, day, week, month, year! Do not neglect biblical edification 

to help you know who God wants you to be, go where God wants you to 

go, and do what God wants you to do (#BeGoDo).  

https://www.bibleref.com/Ephesians/4/Ephesians-4-12.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/14/1-Corinthians-14-1.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/10/1-Corinthians-10-23.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Ephesians/4/Ephesians-4-16.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Romans/14/Romans-14-19.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Romans/15/Romans-15-2.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Ephesians/4/Ephesians-4-29.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Thessalonians/5/1-Thessalonians-5-11.html
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Our learning and leaning on each other strengthens the building of the 

Kingdom of God! This interdependency keeps love from falling and 

failing. Therefore, listen, trust, obey, stay, discern, release, move, serve. 

WHY? 

 

 

 
 

 

Remember, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament 

Words, that the word edification indicates the promotion of “spiritual 

growth and development of character of believers, by teaching or by 

example, suggesting such spiritual progress as the result of patient 

labor.” Anybody wants to be a part of that Christian lifelong process so 

that “we can understand it better by and by”? 

 

 

 


