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CCLI License #11440272 
All songs, lyrics, and videos presented herein are the explicit intellectual property of their respective owners. St. 

Matthew AME Church, Orange, NJ, and its affiliates do not own or claim any rights to such. 
For Tech/IT Support Before or During Worship, Dial (973) 678-1217, Press Option 8. 

 

We can park at 280 S. Harrison Street with a parking permit from 8:30 am – 11:30 am. 
 

The Nursery for parents and children is located at the rear of the sanctuary.  Also, there is a Sensory  
Room (with a monitor to see worship) for parents and children on the autism spectrum or with special 

needs. See the Greeters’ Ministry located at the front table for directions. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
8:45 am: Pre-Worship Music 

Setting the atmosphere for worship.  If you need to talk, talk to God. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The Order of Worship at 9:00 am 
         In-person worshipers may wear masks. Please be kind to those who choose to do so. 

:  

Members of Class #38 Sitting Together Today 
Leader: Sis. Michele Murchison | Assistant Leader: Dr. Michele Ridley 

 

The Worship Leader – Sis. Rachel McGinnis 

*The Doxology                                       “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 

*The Call to Worship                                                                        Sis. Rachel McGinnis    
Leader:   We gather again at the end of the [liturgical] year to wait for the 

 Christ child anew. 
People:   We wait in the shocking hope of the coming of the Messiah. 
Leader:  We wait, and we remember the astounding things God has done to 
 save God’s people. 
People:  We wait in the shocking hope of the coming of the Messiah.  
Leader:  We wait, and we pay attention for signs of God’s justice and mercy 
 turning the world upside down. 
People:   We wait in the shocking hope of the coming of the Messiah.  
Leader:  We wait, and in our waiting, we learn to live as people of God’s 
 promise. 
Together:  Let us worship in the shocking hope of Jesus Christ, the coming 
                   Messiah. Amen. 

 

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle of Hope: The Tilus Family  
Tilus Family:  Lighting a candle in the darkness helps us find our way. In 

darkness we lose direction. We cannot see where we have been or 
where we are going. A single candle, flickering brightly, helps us 
find our way again. 

People: “Stir up your might, and come to save us. Restore us, O God; let your 
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face shine, that we may be saved” (Psalm 80:2b-3). 
The first purple candle is lit. 

Tilus Family: Light one candle; see it glow Brightly, so that all may know, How 
one candle shows the way, Making our darkness bright as God’s 
day. 

People:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. All pray: 
Dear God, on this first Sunday in Advent, let this light shine brightly as 
the days grow shorter, so that we will be ready for your face to shine 
upon us at Christmas. In the Savior’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

*The Hymn of Praise               AMEH #102            “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel.  That mourns in lonely exile 
here Until the Son of God appear. 

   

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
2 O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here; Disperse the 

gloomy clouds of night, And death's dark shadows put to flight. [Refrain] 
 

3 O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. [Refrain] 

 

The Worship Through Prayer                     Sis. Chelsea Coleman          
(No Walking, Entry, or Exit At This Time) 

 

The Worship Through Music                                         Mass Choir 
   (Worshipers May Enter) 

 

The Welcome of Visitors                           “13 Air Hugs”                  Bro. Monty Moss     
“We’re so glad you came to worship, we’re “God’s Love for God’s people;” we welcome you with open arms 
with love that won’t go away. Welcome, oh welcome; welcome, oh welcome; welcome, oh welcome, to St. 

Matthew, to St. Matthew! 
 

First-Time Visitors: WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW!   
Please take a picture of this QR Code and complete the First-Time Visitors  

Information Form. Thank you.  We are honored that you have joined us 
today.   If you have a church home, return our greetings to your Pastor. If 

not, please consider St. Matthew as “the end of your search for a 
loving church.” 

       
The Pastor’s Words             Rev. Melvin E. Wilson, Pastor/Teacher 

 

The Worship Through Giving 
You can give all tithes and offerings in all categories by text at (973) 272-

4332, CashApp ($StMthew), Zelle (973-280-7654), Givelify (Scan QR 
Code), mail, or at www.stmatthewame.org. 

Please remember gifts to the Restoration Fund & Love Offering for the 
Preacher 

http://www.stmatthewame.org/
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The Worship Through Scripture        Isaiah 35:1-10 NRSVUE   Sis. Tiffany Sobers 
(Please Read In Unison – No Walking, Entry, or Exit At This Time) 

 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 
2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting.  The glory of Lebanon shall be given 
to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.  They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our 
God.  3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees.  4 Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with 
terrible recompense.  He will come and save you.”  5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy.  For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the 
desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of 
jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  8 A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s 
people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous 
beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.  10 And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Leader: This is God’s Word for God’s people. It is already blessed. Amen. 
 

The Worship Through Dance             A Tribe Called Thrive 
(No Walking, Entry, or Exit At This Time) 

The Sermonic Selection                                   Mass Choir  
                                           (Worshipers May Enter) 

 

The Preached Word                                             Rev. Dr. Jerome Stembridge Pastor 
St. Paul AME Church, East Orange, NJ 

Subject: “The Event of the Advent” 
 

*The Invitation to Salvation|Church Membership|Recommitment/Rededication 
If you want to be Saved, join St. Matthew, St. Paul, Mt. Zion, or Recommit/Rededicate Your Life to Jesus 

Christ, you can identify yourself now or text the word JESUS to (973) 840-8874 
 

  *The Doxology & Benediction                              Rev. Dr. Jerome Stembridge, Pastor 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

*Pentecostal Prayer Power at the Altar After the Benediction* 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Rev. Dr. Crystal Newby-Reynolds is the Prayer Minister today.  If you need personal 

prayer, please meet her in the Chapel on the second floor. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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S E R M O N   N O T E S 
Please take notes on the teaching message of the day! 

 

   Date: Sunday, November 30, 2025 
    

  Preacher/Speaker: __________________________ 
 

   Text: ______________________________ 
 

   Subject: _________________________________________ 
 

NOTES 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

I heard the Word.  I received the Word. This is what I learned.  This is what I will do. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________________ 
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St. Matthew mourns the transition of the 9th Pastor of St. Matthew, 
and the 132nd Elected & Consecrated Bishop of the AME Church 

Bishop Reginald Thomas Jackson 
Our constant prayers are with Regina, Seth, and the entire family. 
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The Sanctuary & 2nd Floor Chapel are open for Prayer whenever the church is 
open.  The Chapel is open on Sundays from 8:15 am – 8:45 am and after 9 am 

worship for personal prayer. 
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November Is National Diabetes Awareness, Alzheimer’s Awareness, 
& Military Family Appreciation Month 

November Birthdays: 11/1 Shuwanna Sapp-Greene 11/2: Ruth Deas, Angela 

McGinnis, Carol Johnson 11/3: Leon Morton, Daisy Terry 11/4: Sheila Myricks 11/6: 

Nicole Neal, Joe Sorbino 11/7: Jacquelyn Henry, Desmond Thorne, 11/9: Dorothy 

Wilson 11/10: Heather A. Solomon, Durwin Coppock 11/12: Rev. Dr. Crystal Newby-

Reynolds 11/13: Lavern Palmer 11/16: Ruth Fleming 11/18: H. Daryl Jones 11/19: 

John Clark, Sr., Sincere Tilus, Darnell Mason 11/20: Jerry Roberts 11/22: Emily 

Grimball 11/23: Deborah Woody 11/24: Sharon Collier 11/25: Kristian Reynolds, 

Terrisine Spicer 11/27: Nathalia Boncamper 11/28: Genia Philip 11/29: Dr. Lisa LaCon 
 

  November Anniversaries: 11/15: Joseph & Leslie Allen – 27 Years; Yoa 
  & Cassandra Sheffield-Kassegnin – 14 Years; 11/26: Herman and Andrea 
  Williams – 27 Years 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW A.M.E. CHURCH 
   

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 am – 4 pm. Friday, 9 am – 12 Noon. 
     

Today – Advent Devotional books can be picked up in the office after worship.  Church School 
classes for all ages will meet after worship. 

 

Monday 12/1 – World AIDS Day.  MFH Food Pantry at 11:30 am.  Last week: 85 families 
were served. 3,107 pounds of food distributed. YTD: 4,050 families served; 131,199 pounds 
of food distributed.  World AIDS Day Night of Healing Service on Zoom (Meeting ID: 973 
678 1217, Passcode 6781293) at 7 pm. 
 

 Tuesday 12/2 — Oakwood School emergency evacuation drill at 9 am.  Bible Study online 
at 6:30 pm.  

 

Wednesday 12/3 – Angel Choir at 5:30 pm.  Youth Choir at 6 pm. 
   

Saturday 12/6 —Men’s Bible Study at 8 am.  We go to St. Thomas AME Church, Jackson, 
NJ at 8 am.  Ushers, Harmony Choir, anyone interested & available is asked to go. 

 

Sunday 12/7 – 2nd Sunday of Advent.  All White Sunday.  Love Feast at 8:30 am.  
Divine Worship & Holy Communion at 9 am.  Special celebration for Rev. Dr. Shirley 
Roberts’ 90th birthday following worship.  New Jersey Conference WMS Advent Service at 
6 pm at Mt. Zion AME Church, New Brunswick.  The Us Bus is leaving at 4 pm.  Donation 
is $20. 
 

We Are Bringing Food for the Food Pantry Every Sunday for the 
Rest of This Year! 



“A Servant Church: God’s Love for God’s People|Recover~Refresh~Renew~Restore” 

Page 9 – Please Recycle This Bulletin When You Are Finished Using It! 

 

 

Weds. 12/10 – Lay Organization monthly 
meeting at 6:30 pm. 
Fri. 12/12 – Viewing (9 am) & Homegoing 
Service (11 am) for Bishop Reginald T. Jackson 
at St. Philip, Atlanta, GA. 
Sat. 12/13 – Men’s Bible Study at 8 am.  
Women’s Bible Study at 9 am.  Missionary 
Society meeting at 10:30 am. 
Sun. 12/14 – 3rd Sunday of Advent.  Divine 
Worship & Youth Sunday at 9 am.  Class #23 
sitting in.  Bro. Hashim Garrett, Speaker.  
“Book Signing Sunday” with several authors 
from 12 pm – 2 pm. 
Weds. 12/17 – Pastor Wilson preaches for Mt. 
Zion United Methodist Church’s Advent Service 
(Rev. Martin Odom) online at 7 pm.  See flyer. 
Fri. 12/19 – Advent Candlelight Gathering at 6 
pm.  See flyer. 
Sat. 12/20 – Nutrition Class online at 10 am. 
Sun. 12/21 – Christmas Sunday.  Divine 
Worship & Church School presentation at 9 am. 
Mon. 12/22 – Monthly Congregational Prayer 
Meeting online at 6:30 pm. 
Thurs. 12/25 – Celebration of the Birth of 
Jesus Christ.  In-person Christmas Worship 
at 10 am.  3rd Annual Never Alone Gathering 
from 11 am – 2 pm.  “No one should/has to 
be alone on Christmas Day.” 
Fri. 12/26 – Church closed. 
Sat. 12/27 – ASK Women in the Bible Monthly 
Study at 9 am. 
Sun. 12/28 – Celebration of Kwanzaa at 9 am.  
Missionary Blessing Table at 12 noon. 
Weds. 12/31 – New Year’s Eve.  Watch 
Night Service at 10:30 pm. 
Thurs. 1/1/26 - New Year’s Day.  Church 
closed. 
Sun. 1/4 – Love Feast at 8:30 am.  Family 
Communion at 9 am. 
Fri. 1/9 - 1st District WMS Learning Experience   
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Member Class Number Class Leader 

Bro. Thomas Thornton 4 Bro. Durwin Coppock 

Sis. Emma Rhymes 5 Sis. Karen Taylor 

Sis. Carol Goodson 8 Bro. Jonathan Ridley 

Sis. Laura Taylor 9 Sis. Veronica Morton 

Sis. Dorothy Dix 10 Sis. Sherrill Austin 

Bro. Euistace Pryor 15 Sis. Verna Leath-Young 

Sis. Mary Green 17 Sis. Shanda Johnson Toler 

Sis. Karen Newkirk 19 Sis. Tamika Robinson 

Evang. Eva Douglas 20 Sis. Marcie Johnson 

Sis. Mary Gibson 24 Sis. Veronica Deveaux 

Sis. Laurie Crowley-Martin 25 Sis. Robyn Sorbino 

Sis. Joyce Wooden 33 Sis. Mattie Crowley 

Sis. Roxanne Blair 35 Sis. Valerie Tummings 

Sis. Theresa Pryor 38 Sis. Michele Murchison 

Sis. Arise Brown   

 

Our Prayer List 
Bishop Samuel Lawrence Green, Sr & Supervisor Phyllis Green, Rev Dr C Carlton & Rev Blanche Woodward, Rev Melvin E & Rev Leslie 
Wilson & Family, Sis Linda Callahan, All Persons on Sick & Shut-In List, All Bereaved Families, All Elected Officials, All Persons & Situations 
On Our Prayer Wall, The Unjustly Imprisoned, Domestic Violence Survivors, Sexual Assault & Abuse Survivors, Cancer Patients & 
Survivors, All Pastors & Churches of the First Episcopal District AME Church, Churches & Houses of Faith of All Denominations, All 
Veterans, Gov Phil & Tammy Murphy, Gov-Elect Mikie Sherrill & Jason Hedberg, Lt Governor-Elect Rev Dr Dale Caldwell, All Candidates 
In Public Office, Rev Dr Ronald Slaughter & his Episcopal Campaign, Sis Theresa Pryor, Rev Dr Shirley Roberts, Sis Sarah Williams, Sis 
Shirley Suddoth-Lewis, Bro Fred Ludd, Bro Emile Arsenec, Bro Christopher Massop, Sis Valcy Brown, Sis Tamika Robinson, Bro 
Christopher Glenn, Sis Alzada Gatling, Sis Laura Taylor, Bro Ronald Royal, Bro Stanley V Wade, Bro Calvin & Sis Geri 
Ficklin, Sis Barbara Meraz, Rev Larry Smith, Sis Karen Cooper, Sis Pamela Brooks, Sis Kathleen Turpin Merritt, Sis 
Drewsilla Thorne, Sis Rose Tilus, Bro James Johnson, Sis Barbara Copeland, Sis Andrea & Bro Herman Williams, Bro 
Anthony Williams, Sis Eve Newton & Family, Sis Michal Simmons, Sis Diane Worley, Sis Versie McNeil 

 
 

Recently Bereaved Families 
Sis Dawn Nelson & Family; The Family of Sis Paulette Jennings; Sis Beulah Sapp, Sis Yasmine Johnson, Sis Shuwanna Sapp-
Greene & Family; The Family of Sis Tracee Baker; Sis Donna Hunter & Family; Bro David Armstrong, Sis Shanda Toler & 
Family; Bro Elonza & Sis Tracy Stokes & Family; Sis Dorothy Wilson, Sis Tamia & Dalya Wilson & Family; Sis Veronica 
Morton & Family; Sis Drewsilla Thorne & Family; Rev. Dr. Donna Ho-Shing & Family, Sis Stephyne Walker-Hill & Family; 
The Family of Bishop Reginald Jackson; Sis Edie Way & Family; The New Hope Baptist Church, Newark Family 
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Want to know more about the ministry of St. Matthew? Scan this QR code. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Expressing gratitude is associated with a host of mental and physical benefits.  Studies have shown 
that feeling thankful can improve sleep, mood and immunity.  Gratitude can decrease depression, 
anxiety, difficulties with chronic pain and risk of disease. If a pill could do this, everyone would be 
taking it. Your brain is designed to problem-solve rather than appreciate.  You often must override 
this design to reap the benefits of gratitude. 
 
Simply stated, gratitude should be practiced daily — just as you'd take that magic pill if it existed. Try 
starting your day by thinking of someone you're grateful for as soon as you wake up. It could be 
appreciating a friend who sends you funny texts, a teacher who recognizes your child's gifts, or the 
barista who hands you your coffee and shares friendly conversation. Later, thank that person with a 
text, note or kind word when you see the person. 
 
Behavior changes biology.  Positive gestures benefit you by releasing oxytocin, a hormone that helps 
connect people. Some people call it the love hormone.  You'll benefit the person on the other end of 
the gesture.  After all, who doesn't like to be thanked for their efforts or for just being who they are? 
Sharing kindness can make you healthier and happier.   
 
Keep a gratitude journal. Set aside some time during your day, perhaps while attempting to relax your 
mind before sleep. Think back on your day and write down the things that went right. Try writing 
about the many blessings you may have taken for granted.  Our lives are full of reasons to feel 
thankful. Sometimes we need to remember to notice them. 
 

From the St. Matthew Health & Wellness Ministry 
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Main Core Value Of Our Congregation: Radical Hospitality! 

 

****************************************************************************************** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

LIKE US on social media!  The more Likes we have, the more exposure the  

Church as to the world! 


