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I. An Extension of “Stirring Up the Gifts” 
 
II. What Is The Justification/Support for the Phrase: 

 

Hallelujah Is The Highest Praise? 
 

III. The Etymology of the Word “Hallelujah” (Alleluia in the KJV) 
A. Derived from the Hebrew words halal (to praise, shine, or boast) or hallelu 

(you all praise) and Yah (a shortened name for God/YHWH). 
B. It literally means, “praise the Lord!” or “praise ye the Lord!” 
C. The exact word “Hallelujah” appears 28 times in the Bible. 

1. 24 times in the Old Testament, all in the book of Psalms 
 

Summary of Occurrences by Chapter 

Psalm 
Chapter  

Number of Times "Hallelujah" 
Appears 

Position in the 
Psalm 

Psalm 104 1 time End 

Psalm 105 1 time End 

Psalm 106 2 times Beginning and End 

Psalm 111 1 time Beginning 

Psalm 112 1 time Beginning 

Psalm 113 2 times Beginning and End 

Psalm 115 1 time End 

Psalm 116 1 time End 

Psalm 117 1 time End 

Psalm 135 2 times Beginning and End 

Psalm 146 2 times Beginning and End 

Psalm 147 2 times Beginning and End 

Psalm 148 2 times Beginning and End 

Psalm 149 2 times Beginning and End 

Psalm 150 2 times Beginning and End 

Total 24 times  

 
The "Hallelujah" Psalms 

• Psalms 146 through 150: Known as the final Hallel. In this climactic 
collection, "hallelujah" functions as a literal bookend, appearing at both the 
beginning and the end of every single one of these five psalms (10 occurrences 
total). [1, 2, 3] 

• Psalms 111 through 113: These psalms begin with "hallelujah," directly acting 
as a call to communal worship. [1, 2] 
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• Psalms 104 through 106: In these chapters, the word generally serves as an 
exclamatory close to the psalm, with the exception of Psalm 106, where it appears 
at the beginning of the verse as an integral part of the hymn. [1] 

 
2. 4 times in the New Testament 

 
Revelation 19:1-6 NIV 

After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven 
shouting: “Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
2 for true and just are his judgments.  He has condemned the great 

prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.  He has avenged on 
her the blood of his servants.”  3 And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! 
The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.”  4 The twenty-four elders 
and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who was seated 
on the throne. And they cried: “Amen, Hallelujah!”  5 Then a voice came 
from the throne, saying: “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear 
him, both great and small!”  6 Then I heard what sounded like a great 
multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, 
shouting: “Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
 
IV. The Language of Hebrew Praise 

A. The Old Testament utilizes several different Hebrew words for praise, 
which serve as functional categories rather than a hierarchy of importance:  
• Yadah: Giving thanks or praising with extended hands (e.g., 2 Chronicles 

20:21). 
• Towdah: A sacrifice of praise or thanksgiving, often offered before a 

breakthrough happens (e.g., Psalm 50:23). 
• Halal: To boast, rave, or foolishly celebrate God (e.g., Psalm 150:1). This 

is the root word for Hallelujah. 
• Barak: To kneel, bless, or adore God (e.g., Psalm 103:1). 
• Zamar: To make music, pluck strings, and sing praises (e.g., Psalm 

98:4). 
• Shabach: To shout, address in a loud, triumphant tone (e.g., Psalm 

63:3). 
• Tehillah (Spontaneous Singing)  Laudation, a hymn, or a spontaneous 

song from the spirit.  Unrehearsed, inspired utterances from the heart. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VK9okwoJCQ 
 

V. What Hallelujah Is And What It Isn’t 
 A. “Hallelujah is the highest praise” is not explicitly written in the Bible 
 B. Hallelujah is a command to praise.  It is a directive to praise. 

C. There is no indication that the Bible “ranks” or “categorizes” praise offered 
to God 
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 1. “Give God your best praise” versus “Give God praise” 
D. Hallelujah is a popular cultural and theological concept rooted in biblical 

language. 
 

VI. The True Metrics of Praise 
A. Instead of a ranking system, the Bible establishes specific conditions that 

categorize when praise is deeply valued by God: 
1. The Posture of the Heart: Genuine praise comes from a pure, 

repentant, and devoted heart, whereas praise offered with ulterior 
motives is rejected (e.g., Isaiah 29:13, Psalm 51:17). [1, 2, 3] 

2. Can You Praise in the Midst of Suffering?: Praising God during times 
of intense hardship, loss, or grief is highly valued, as it displays 
unwavering trust and faith in His character regardless of 
circumstances (e.g., Job 1:20-21, Acts 16:25). [1, 2] 

3. Do You Live A Lifestyle of Obedience?: Living a righteous life that 
honors God is categorized as a high form of praise (e.g., Romans 12:1, 
Hebrews 13:15). [1, 2, 3] 

 
VII. 10 Reason to Praise God 

1. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
2. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
3. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
4. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
5. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
6. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
7. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
8. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
9. God woke me (you) up this morning. 

10. God woke me (you) up this morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjPehgvSLH0 
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