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CCLI License #11440272 
All songs, lyrics, and videos presented herein are the explicit intellectual property of their respective owners. St. 

Matthew AME Church, Orange, NJ, and its affiliates do not own or claim any rights to such. 
For Tech/IT Support Before or During Worship, Dial (973) 678-1217, Press Option 8. 

 

We can park at 280 S. Harrison Street with a parking permit from 8:30 am – 11:30 am. 
 

The Nursery for parents and children is located at the rear of the sanctuary.  Also, there is a Sensory  
Room (with a monitor to see worship) for parents and children on the autism spectrum or with special 

needs. See the Greeters’ Ministry located at the front table for directions. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
8:30 am: The Love Feast 

~~~~~ 

8:45 am: Pre-Worship Devotions 
Setting the atmosphere for worship.  If you need to talk, talk to God. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The Order of Worship at 9:00 am 
         In-person worshipers may wear masks. Please be kind to those who choose to do so. 

:  

The Worship Leader – Rev. Dr. Crystal Newby-Reynolds 

*The Doxology                                       “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 
    

**The Call to Worship                          Rev. Dr. Jerome Stembridge 
Leader:  I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.  Our feet 

have been standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!” (Psalm 122:1) 
People: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper 

in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. (Psalm 84:10) 
Leader:  Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. (Psalm 122:9) 
People:  Those that be planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our 

God. (Psalm 92:13) 
Leader:  Blessed are they that dwell in thy house. Lord, I have loved thy habitation, the 

place where thy honor dwells. (Psalm 26:8) 
People:  For the Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before him. 

(Habakkuk 2:20) 
Leader:  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy 

sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. (Psalm 19:14) 
People:  O sing unto the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.  Make a 

joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth, sing praises. (Psalm 98:1, 4)          

*The Hymn of Praise              AMEH #77           “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
(Worshipers May Enter) 

 

1 Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; Streams of mercy, 
never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious sonnet, Sung by 
flaming tongues above; Praise the mount! O fix me on it, Mount of God's redeeming love. 

 

2 Here I raise mine Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I'm come; And I hope, by Thy good 
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pleasure, Safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wandering from the  
fold of God; He, to save my soul from danger, Interposed His precious blood. 

 

 3 O to grace how great a debtor, Daily I'm constrained to be! Let that grace, Lord, like a 
fetter, Bind my wandering heart to Thee: Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the 

God I love; Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above. Amen. 
 

 THE GENERAL CONFESSION (In Unison) 
(No Walking, Entry, or Exit At This Time) 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, we 

acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness which we from time to time 
most grievously have committed by thought, word, and deed against Your divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly Your wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent and 

are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father for Your Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s sake; forgive us all that is past, and grant that we may ever hereafter serve 
and please You in newness of life, to the honor and glory of Your name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Let us sing together: Amen. 

 

THE FIRST COLLECT – Rev. Eyesha Marable 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, who of your great mercy has promised forgiveness of 

sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn to you, have mercy upon us; 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins; confirm and strengthen us in all goodness; and 
bring us to everlasting life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Let us sing together: Amen. 

 

THE SECOND COLLECT – Rev. Eyesha Marable 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we 

may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Let us sing together: Amen. 
 

The Worship Through Music                                 Harmony Choir 
(Worshipers May Enter) 

 

THE PRAYER OF ADORATION – Rev. Tamoya Buckley-David 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that we shall at all times, and in all places, give 

thanks to you, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and 

archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify your Holy Name, 
evermore praising you and saying (together): Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts; 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Glory be to you, O Lord, most high. 

    Amen. 
 

THE PRAYER OF HUMILIATION – Rev. Tamoya Buckley-David 

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 

gather the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord whose property is always to 

have mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus 

Christ, and to drink his blood that our sinful souls and bodies may be made clean by his 
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death and washed through his blood, and that we may ever more dwell in him and he in us. 
Let us sing together: Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.   

 

The Apostle’s Creed (AKA The Affirmation of Faith) 
Leader: Let us affirm our faith together. 
People:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
   Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
   Virgin Mary, who suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
   The third day he arose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at the 
   right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from there he shall come to judge the 
   living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Church Universal, the 

 communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and  
 the life everlasting. Amen 

 

  The Welcome of Visitors                          “13 Air Hugs”                     Sis. Veronica Morton  
   “We’re so glad you came to worship, we’re “God’s Love for God’s people;” we welcome you with open arms 

with love that won’t go away. Welcome, oh welcome; welcome, oh welcome; welcome, oh welcome, to St. 
Matthew, to St. Matthew! 

 

First-Time Visitors: WELCOME TO ST. MATTHEW!   
Please take a picture of this QR Code and complete the First-Time Visitors  

Information Form. Thank you.  We are honored that you have joined us today.   
If you have a church home, return our greetings to your Pastor. If not, please 
consider St. Matthew as “the end of your search for a loving church.” 

       
 

The Pastor’s Words            Rev. Melvin E. Wilson, Pastor/Teacher 
• January Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

The Worship Through Giving 
You can give all tithes and offerings in all categories by text at (973) 272-

4332, CashApp ($StMthew), Zelle (973-280-7654), Givelify (Scan QR 
Code), mail, or at www.stmatthewame.org. 

Please remember gifts to the Restoration Fund 
 

 

The Worship Through Scripture   1 Peter 3:8-12 NIV   Rev. Dr. Crystal Newby-Reynolds 
(Please Read In Unison – No Walking, Entry, or Exit At This Time) 

 

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. 
On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so 
that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever would love life and see good 
days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful speech. 
11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to 
their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  
Leader: This is God’s Word for God’s people. It is already blessed. Amen.      

http://www.stmatthewame.org/
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The Sermonic Selection                          Harmony Choir  
                                           (Worshipers May Enter) 

 

The Preached Word                                             Rev. Melvin E. Wilson, Pastor/Teacher                                        
Subject: “What Families Need to Fix in 2026” 

 

*The Invitation to Salvation|Church Membership|Recommitment/Rededication 
If you want to be Saved, join St. Matthew, St. Paul, Mt. Zion, or Recommit/Rededicate Your Life to Jesus 

Christ, you can identify yourself now or text the word JESUS to (973) 840-8874 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Please sanitize your hands.  Today, we will commune at the altar railing.  We will approach 
the altar railing via the center aisle using 2 lines, starting with worshipers from the 
balcony.  All family members are asked to approach the altar railing, kneel (if you can and 
when asked to do so), take the wafer when instructed, take a cup of grape juice when 
instructed, rise when instructed, and return to your seats via the side aisles.  If you do not 
have family members present, feel free to commune with Pastor Wilson, Rev. Leslie, and 
their family at the last table.  Please do not leave worship after Holy Communion. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer (In Unison) 
 

*The Doxology & Benediction                           Rev. Melvin E. Wilson, Pastor/Teacher 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

*Pentecostal Prayer Power at the Altar After the Benediction* 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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S E R M O N/M E S S A G E   N O T E S 
Please take notes on the teaching message of the day! 

 

   Date: Sunday, January 4, 2026 
    

  Preacher/Speaker: __________________________ 
 

   Text: ______________________________ 
 

   Subject: _________________________________________ 
 

NOTES 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

I heard the Word.  I received the Word. This is what I learned.  This is what I will do. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________________ 
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The Sanctuary & 2nd Floor Chapel are open for Prayer whenever the church is 
open.  The Chapel is open on Sundays from 8:15 am – 8:45 am and after 9 am 

worship for personal prayer. 
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January: The Month of New Beginnings 
January Birthdays – 1/1: Evonne Fields 1/2: Barbara Copeland 1/3: Beth 
Ludd, Evan Reynolds 1/5: Nancy Smith 1/6: Nia Sorbino 1/8: Marcie Johnson, 
Roman Mozell 1/9: Brenda Clarke, Jesse Brown 1/10: Jacqueline Herran 1/12: 
Carolyn Davidson 1/13: Joy Mills 1/14: Coretta Craig 1/15: Tency Eason, 
Michael Brown, Sr., Pamela Cuff 1/17: Jennifer Ransom 1/19: Dr. Sharon 
Boyd-Jackson, Jerry Mosley 1/20: Rose Tilus 1/22: C. Claire Stevens 1/24: 
Annie Golden, Laurie Crowley-Martin 1/25: Arba Della Foster 1/30: Lauren 
Wilson 1/31: Cathleen Robinson, Sha’Riah Harris  
 

January Anniversaries – 1/14: Darnell & Paquita Mason – 27 years; 1/27: 
John & Miriam (Mippi) Clark – 53 years 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW A.M.E. CHURCH 
   

Church office hours: Monday-Thursday, 9 am – 4 pm. Friday, 9 am – 12 Noon. 
 

 Church School for all ages resumes after worship.  All adults and youth are invited to 
attend a Class.    
 

Monday 1/5 – MFH Food Pantry at 11:30 am.  Monthly Congregational Prayer Meeting 
online at 6:30 pm.  Spiritual Movement Exercise at 7 pm. 
 

 Tuesday 1/6 — Bible Study resumes at 6:30 pm online. 
 

Wednesday 1/7 – Angel Choir at 5:30 pm.  Youth Choir at 6 pm.  Spiritual Movement 
Exercise at 7 pm. 

 

Thursday 1/8 — VASHTI Women’s Committee at 6:30 pm.  Spiritual Movement Exercise 
at 7 pm. 

 

Fri. 1/9 – Sun. 1/11 - 1st District WMS Learning Experience in Cherry Hill, NJ. 
 

Saturday 1/10 — Men’s Bible Study at 8 am.  Women’s Bible Study at 9 am.  Viewing & 
Homegoing in the sanctuary at 10 am.  Missionary Society at 10:30 am.    
 

Sunday 1/11 – Divine Worship & Youth Sunday at 9 am.  Class #4 to sit together.  ABA 
monitoring of the Sensory Room begins.  Church School following worship. 
************************************************************************************ 

You can order your Annual Conference shirts now.  They will be usable and 
wearable after the Conference, too.  Deadline for ordering is January 31. 

 
Here is the link: https://www.customink.com/g/uqs0-00d0-zbtt 

 
Direct any questions to Sis. Paquita Mason or Sis. Lauren Wilson 

https://www.customink.com/g/uqs0-00d0-zbtt
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Mon. 1/12 – Weds. 1/14 – Connectional 
Church Growth Seminar at Mother Bethel, 
Philadelphia. 
Tues. 1/13 – City of Orange Fire Dept. 
Promotional Exercise at 10 am. 
Weds. 1/14 – Annual Meeting/Church 
Conference at 6:30 pm. 
Thurs. 1/15 – The actual Birthday of Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Pastor Wilson 
preaching for the City of Cranford King 
Observance at 7 pm at St. Mark AME Church, 
Cranford.  Bus leaving at 6 pm. 
Sun. 1/18 – Divine Worship & Inspirational 
Choir Annual Day at 9 am. 
Mon. 1/19 – Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
birthday observed.  Church closed. No food 
pantry. 
Sat. 1/24 – Membership Boot Camp at 9 am. 
Sun. 1/25 – Ecumenical Sunday.  Divine 
Worship & G4C Youth Church at 9 am.  
Rescheduled “Book Signing Sunday” from 12 
pm – 2 pm.  Free flu shots from 11 am – 2 pm. 
Mon. 1/26 - Monthly Congregational Prayer 
Meeting online at 6:30 pm. 

Sun. 2/1 – Black History Month begins. 
Please wear African attire all month. 
Sat. 2/7 – “A Day of AME History in 
Philadelphia” leaving at 8 am.  All new 
members, any member, & Boot Camp classes 
that have graduated should attend. Donation 
is $35. 
 



“A Servant Church: God’s Love for God’s People|Recover~Refresh~Renew~Restore” 

Page 10 – Please Recycle This Bulletin When You Are Finished Using It! 

 

 

 

Member Class Number Class Leader 

Bro. Thomas Thornton 4 Bro. Durwin Coppock 

Sis. Emma Rhymes 5 Sis. Karen Taylor 

Sis. Carol Goodson 8 Bro. Jonathan Ridley 

Sis. Laura Taylor 9 Sis. Veronica Morton 

Sis. Dorothy Dix 10 Sis. Sherrill Austin 

Bro. Euistace Pryor 15 Sis. Verna Leath-Young 

Sis. Mary Green 17 Sis. Shanda Johnson Toler 

Sis. Karen Newkirk 19 Sis. Tamika Robinson 

Evang. Eva Douglas 20 Sis. Marcie Johnson 

Sis. Mary Gibson 24 Sis. Veronica Deveaux 

Sis. Laurie Crowley-Martin 25 Sis. Robyn Sorbino 

Sis. Joyce Wooden 33 Sis. Mattie Crowley 

Sis. Roxanne Blair 35 Sis. Valerie Tummings 

Sis. Theresa Pryor 38 Sis. Michele Murchison 

Sis. Arise Brown   

NOTE: Please inform the office if you want your name to appear on the weekly 
Prayer List. 

Our Prayer List 
Bishop Samuel Lawrence Green, Sr & Supervisor Phyllis Green, Rev Dr C Carlton & Rev Blanche Woodward, Rev Melvin E & Rev Leslie 
Wilson & Family, All Persons on Sick & Shut-In List, All Bereaved Families, All Elected Officials, All Persons & Situations On Our Prayer 
Wall, The Unjustly Imprisoned, Domestic Violence Survivors, Sexual Assault & Abuse Survivors, Cancer Patients & Survivors, All Pastors & 
Churches of the First Episcopal District AME Church, Churches & Houses of Faith of All Denominations, All Veterans, Gov Phil & Tammy 
Murphy, Gov-Elect Mikie Sherrill & Jason Hedberg (husband), Lt Governor-Elect Rev Dr Dale Caldwell, All Candidates In Public Office, Rev 
Dr Ronald Slaughter & his Episcopal Campaign, Sis Linda Callahan, Sis Diane Worley, Sis Kori Cheatham 

 
 

Recently Bereaved Families 
 The Family of Bishop Reginald Jackson; Sis Edie Way & Family; The New Hope Baptist Church, Newark Family, Bro Roland 
Tucker & Family; Sis Yvonne & Arielle Hinds & Family; The Family of Mother Amelia Robinson; Sis Hawaiian Thompson-
Epps & Family; Mother Anna Gibson, Sis Felicia Jaycox & Family; Sis Shelley, Sis Shariah Harris & Family; Sis. Beulah Sapp, 
Sis. Shuwanna Sapp-Greene, Sis. Yasmine Johnson, Sis. Eliza Walker & Family 
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Want to know more about the ministry of St. Matthew? Scan this QR code. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 
 

The 2025–26 U.S. seasonal flu vaccines are formulated to protect against three influenza 
viruses:  A(H1N1) pdm09, A(H3N2), and B/Victoria lineage. These choices are based on global 
surveillance and predictions about which strains will circulate this season. 
 

Match matters but isn’t perfect: Some circulating viruses — particularly some subtypes of H3N2 
(like a mutation called subclade K that’s been detected this season) — may differ somewhat from the 
vaccine strain. This can reduce how well the shot prevents any infection. 
 

It is not too late. While health officials prefer people get vaccinated by the end of October, January 
is actually a critical time to get the shot if you haven't already.  Here is why getting the flu shot in 
January is still a smart move for the 2026 season: 
 

1. Flu season typically peaks between December and February, but it can last well into May. By 
getting the shot in January, you are still protecting yourself against several months of high 
virus circulation and potential "second waves" that often occur in the spring. 

2. As of late December 2025, flu activity is rising sharply across the U.S. In fact, current CDC data 
shows that some regions are seeing their third-highest hospitalization rates since 2010.  

3. January is also a peak time for other respiratory viruses like COVID-19 and RSV. While the flu 
shot only targets influenza, preventing a severe case of the flu reduces the risk of your immune 
system being compromised or facing a dangerous co-infection with another virus. 

 

Even if you happen to catch the flu shortly after your shot, having those antibodies in your system 
significantly reduces your risk of: Hospitalization, Severe complications and developing long -term 
issues if you have underlying conditions like asthma or heart disease. 
 

The Flu Shot will be available at St. Matthew on January 25th from 11 am to 2p. 
 

Important Reminder: The "Two-Week Window" 
Keep in mind that it takes about two weeks for the vaccine to become fully effective. 

• If you get the shot on January 25th: You will be fully protected by February 8th. 
• Until then: Continue to practice good hygiene, like frequent handwashing, as you won't have the 

full immune response immediately. 

 

From the St. Matthew Health & Wellness Ministry 
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Main Core Value Of Our Congregation: Radical Hospitality! 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

    LIKE US on social media!  The more Likes we have, the more exposure  

     The Church has to the world! 


