
Rev. Melvin E. Wilson, Pastor/Teacher 

Email: pastorwilson@stmatthewame.org Cell: (914) 562-6331 

Lesson 2 – Part 1 

Tuesday, June 2, 2026 
Online Bible Study 

6:30 pm 
Streaming at stmatthewame.org/streaming 

YouTube - @stmatthew336     Facebook Live - @stmatthewamechurch 

Zoom Meeting ID 973 678 1217, Passcode 6781293 
Call-In 929-205-6099, Meeting ID 973 678 1217 

mailto:pastorwilson@stmatthewame.org
http://youtube.com/user/stmatthew336


I. Quick Review of Last Week
A. Defined and described most of the gifts of the Holy Spirit
B. Asked the questions:

1. What is your gift?
2. Are you operating in your gift?
3. Responses
4. Reminder: Take a Spiritual Gift Inventory

II. Tonight’s Focus – 1 Corinthians 14
A. Why 1 Corinthians 14?

1. I have mentioned several times that I was going to teach from it.
2. I did teach from this in October, 2025.  I feel led to teach from it

again.
3. It is relevant to the Season of Pentecost
4. 1 Corinthians 14 goes deeper into the gift of speaking in tongues.

III. The Key Concepts to Remember When Studying or Encountering the
Gift of Tongues
A. The purpose of the tongue-speaking experience is for:

B. Tongues serve no purpose unless there is:
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IV. Part 1 – 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 (Part 2 Next Week) 
 

1 Corinthians 14:1-25 NIV 
 

1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially 
prophecy. 2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people 

but to God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the 
Spirit. 3 But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 

strengthening, encouraging and comfort. 4 Anyone who speaks in a tongue 
edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would 

like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you 
prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in 
tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified.   
 
6 Now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you and speak in tongues, what 

good will I be to you, unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or 
prophecy or word of instruction? 7 Even in the case of lifeless things that 

make sounds, such as the pipe or harp, how will anyone know what tune is 
being played unless there is a distinction in the notes? 8 Again, if the 

trumpet does not sound a clear call, who will get ready for battle? 9 So it is 

with you. Unless you speak intelligible words with your tongue, how will 
anyone know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into the air.  
10 Undoubtedly there are all sorts of languages in the world, yet none of 
them is without meaning. 11 If then I do not grasp the meaning of what 

someone is saying, I am a foreigner to the speaker, and the speaker is a 
foreigner to me. 12 So it is with you. Since you are eager for gifts of the 

Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the church.  13 For this reason the 
one who speaks in a tongue should pray that they may interpret what they 
say. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. 
15 So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my 
understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my 

understanding. 16 Otherwise when you are praising God in the Spirit, how 
can someone else, who is now put in the position of an inquirer, say “Amen” 

to your thanksgiving, since they do not know what you are saying? 17 You 
are giving thanks well enough, but no one else is edified.   

 
18 I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 But in the 
church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than 

ten thousand words in a tongue.  20 Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like 
children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults. 21 In 

the Law it is written: “With other tongues and through the lips of foreigners 
I will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me, says the 
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Lord.”  22 Tongues, then, are a sign, not for believers but for unbelievers; 

prophecy, however, is not for unbelievers but for believers. 23 So if the 
whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and 

inquirers or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your 
mind? 24 But if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in while everyone is 

prophesying, they are convicted of sin and are brought under judgment by 
all, 25 as the secrets of their hearts are laid bare. So they will fall down and 
worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!” 
 
V.  Lessons on the Gift of Tongues from 1 Corinthians 14 

A. We should “eagerly” desire [to know] our spiritual gifts. 
B. All of the spiritual gifts are intended to be useful and understood 

by those who use them or experience them. 
C. The gift of prophecy should be desired more than the gift of tongues.  Why? 

1. Prophecies speak to people for their strengthening, encouragement, 
and comfort 

2. Prophecy edifies the church 
D. Those who speak in tongues speak to God 

  1. Tongues edify (build up) the speaker 
  2. Speaking/praying in tongues is a spiritual experience 

E. Most people do not and will not understand people who speak in tongues. 
F. Tongues require interpretation into the language of the hearers.  Tongues 

are not helpful without interpretation. 
 1. By the speaker or someone with the gift of interpretation 
 2. Tongues are for instruction (the interpretation) 

3. Tongues must be spoken in worship in order.  If there is no 
interpreter, do not speak to the church; speak to God. 

G. There is a significant difference between tongues and prophecy. 
 1. Tongues – a sign for unbelievers 
 2. Prophecy – a sign for believers 
 3. Prophecy should be orderly 
H. The gift of prophecy is preferred over the gift of tongues because prophecy 

is given in the language of the hearers.  
I. All of the gifts are for the building up of the church!  
J. Speaking in tongues should always be allowed, but there must be an 

interpreter, and the interpretation is a word of instruction for the house. 
K. The use of gifts requires spiritual maturity. 
L. Tongues (and their interpretation) are a sign for unbelievers. 

 
V. Which Type of Church Member Are You? 

• Credit: Facebook 
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V. Next Week – 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
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Concert Now Being Held at the Greater Allen Cathedral 
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