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Restoration of Peter 
 

St. John 21:15-17 
 
 

I. ²Ƙŀǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ Cŀƭƭ 
A. Over confidence 

1. Began in upper room when Jesus began speaking about love- new commandment 
2. Peter began thinking how much he loved Jesus 
3. Jesus spoke about leaving and the fact that they could not follow Him- tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL 
ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀȅ Řƻǿƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳέ WƻƘƴ моΥот 

4. Jesus rebuked Peter- John 13:38 
B. Peter probably tuned out everything else Jesus said in the upper room ς subject came 

up later that night when Jesus was on His way to Garden of Gethsemane 
1. It was raised by Peter, indicating that he had been mulling over Christ words in his 

mind. Jesus had been speaking of the disciples scattering and His crucifixion 
2. tŜǘŜǊ ōǊƻƪŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ŀƭƭ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΣ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭΦέ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ нсΥоо 
3. WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ Iƛǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ōǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ tŜǘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ άŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ L 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΧΧΧΧaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нсΥор 

4. [ǳƪŜΩǎ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻƭŘ tŜǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ his faith 
should not fail, but Peter remained unconvinced and confidently went to his 
downfall. 

5. Each of the gospels records that Peter denied the Lord three times 
 

II. What happened to Peter should be a lesson and warning to us 
A. We should never become so confident in ourselves that we boast of what we will never 

do 
1. Our love for Jesus is not a shield from us being tempted, but instead is all the more 

reason the enemy would seek to bring us down 
2. Even loving Christ we must pray and ask for strength in our journey and service 

B. Every believer must also be humble ς humility is not sign of weakness 
1. Jesus was humble ς άIŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘέ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ нΥу 
2. Humility prepares us for service and keeps our feet on the ground, it prevents us 

from taking ourselves too seriously 
3. Arrogance opens the door to Satan coming in and having his way 

 
III. Restoration 

Jesus restoration of Peter has three parts. It is a blessing to know that we can be restored. 
A. The first part of Christ restoration of Peter is the question that Christ asked him. 

1. bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǳǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘƛƳΦ ά{ƛƳƻƴΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WƻƴŀǎΦέ John 
нмΥрΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƻƭŘ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƘŜ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ƳŜǘ WŜǎǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ 
ƴŀƳŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ άǇŜōōƭŜέΣ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƴŀƳŜ 
ƘƛƳ tŜǘŜǊΣ ŀ άǊƻŎƪέΣ ŀ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƎƻŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƴŀƳŜ 
in order to remind Peter of his weakness. John 1:42 



B. ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ άƭƻǾŜΦέ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ 
words. The English language has only one word for love, the Greek has several. 
1. hƴŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ άŀƎŀǇŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛn relationship to God. 1 John 4:8, 3:16 T 
2. ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ άǇƘƛƭŜƻέΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ 
3. ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǎ άŜǊƻǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ 

a woman. 
C. Jesus ask Peter three times about his love for Him. 

1. First timeΣ άŘƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǎŜΚέ WŜǎǳǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŀƎŀǇŜέ ƛƴ Iƛǎ 
question. tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ [ƻǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ άǇƘƛƭŜƻΦέ  

2. ¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎƪ WŜǎǳǎΣ άŘƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΚέ bƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ bƻǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜ 
(agape) more than anything, do you love ƳŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΚ tŜǘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 
I love you (phileo).  Tantamount to saying I have άср҈έ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 

3. WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎƪ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǘƛƳŜ άŘƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΚέ .ȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ L ƪƴƻǿ 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ млл҈Σ άср҈έ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΦ 

D. Notice the threefold repetition. Jesus asked three times because Peter denied Him three 
times. 
1. Peter was hurt because the Lord asked him three times. 
2. Jesus asked Peter in front of the others which seems cruel, but it was really a 

blessing. The cruel thing would have beŜƴ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ŦŜǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ 
of his life, but by doing it publicly the Lord lifted the doubt. 

E. bƻǘƛŎŜ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ  ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΦέ ±ŜǊǎŜ мр-17 
1. This is actually the appeal of one who has met Christ and knows himself to be loved. 
2. Christ has already demonstrated His omniscience, telling Peter what would happen 

before it happened. 
3. There is joy in knowing the omniscience of Christ for two reasons. 

a. Christ knows the worst about us and loves us anyway. 
b. He also knows the best about us, though others do not. 

IV. Gracious Command 
A. ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƻƪŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘΣ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎ 
ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƭŀȅƳŀƴΦέ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άŦŜŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎƘŜŜǇΦέ IŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƘƛƳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
and leadership. Peter is back! 
 

 


